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The CASE of Sir Cleeve More Baronet, John Pettyward, 
Henry Heron, Edward Heron, Thomas Windham, and Henry Killigrew 
Eſqs; and Thomas Lewis Merchant; on behalf of themſelves and others, 


claiming under Robert late Earl of Lindley, as Participants of Lindſey Level 
in the County of Lincoln. 


Indſey Level conſiſting of about Eighty Thouſand Acres of Low 3 Ground 
and ſubject to be frequently Overflown ; was of little uſe to the Land- holders and 
Neighbouring Inhabitants, ſave only that it was ſometimes in dry Seaſons uſed as 
a Common. EO”, 

That the draining of the ſaid Level, fo as to remain dry the whole Year, was long deſired 

by the Inhabitants of the ſaid 2 as a great Advantage and Improvement. | 
ut che deſign being too Chargeable to. he Effected, by any Taxes to be laid on the In- 
habitants by the Commiſſioners of Sewers ; it was propoſed in lieu thereof, and in eaſe f 

the Inhabitants: That if any Perſons would undertake and perfect the ſaid draining, they 

ſhould ( for their Recompence ) have part of the drained Lands allotted to them. | 

5 Car. 1. That his late Majeſty King Charles the Firſt, at the Repreſentation and requeſt of the 

| Commiſſioners of Sewers, and many of the Principal Inhabitants near the ſaid Level, Re- 

| commended Robert late Earl of Lindfey as a Perſon fit to be the Undertaker. EE 

"11 Car.t- Thereupon the Commiſſioners of Sewers, with the general Conſent and Approbation 

of all the Lords of Mannors, Land-holders and Commoners, in and near the ſaid Level ; 

propoſed to, and contracted with the ſaid Earl, that he as a Recompence for draining 

the ſaid Level, ſhould have in Property to himſelf Twenty Four Thouſand Acres of the 

drained Lands, which was decreed to him upon a Failure in payment of the Taxes. 

And as ſoon as he had finiſhed the Firſt and moſt Chargeable part thereof, ( wiz.) be- 
tween the River Gleane and Kyme-Ea, he ſhould have Fourteen Thouſand Acres, part of 
the ſaid Twenty Four Thouſand Acres. | | Gd 

14 Car. 1. That the Commiſſtoners unanimouſly adjudged, that the Earl and his Participants, had 
fully and perfectly drained the ſaid firſt and moſt Chargeable part of the ſaid Level, be- 
ing more than Thirty Six Thouſand Acres of Common, beſides ſeverals, and apportion- 
ed to the ſaid Earl and his Participants, the ſaid Fourteen Thouſand Acres which were ſet 
cut in each Fenn, by particular Metes and Bounds ; and upon a View by the Commiſſio- 
ners, Poſſeſſion was Decreed,and the Royal Aſſent was given tothe ſaid Decree. 

That the Earl and his Participants, entred and enjoyed their ſaid allotted Shares for ſe- 
veral Years ; and beſides the Original Expence of Eighty Thouſand Pound in perfecting 
the ſaid draining, were at a further Expence of at leaſt Forty Thouſand Pound, in Inclo- 
ſing, Planting and Improving the ſaid allotted Lands, by Building Houſes thereon and 
otherwiſe, hoping to have continued in the quiet Enjoyment of the ſame. | 

But great Numbers of Evil Diſpoſed Perſons pretending right of Common, or other 
Title in, or to the ſaid allotted-Lands, and that ſuch right could not be bound by the De- 
crees of the Commiſſioners of Sewers ; did (. notwithſtanding his ſaid Majeſties Proclama- 
tions and Diverſe Orders of Parliament to the contrary ) by force lay open the ſaid Inclo- 
{ures ; deſtroy the Plantations, and Demoliſh the Houſes upon the allotted Lands, and tur- 
ned the faid Earl and his ſaid Participants out of Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Fourteen Thouſand 
Acres, which the faid Wrong Doers have ever ſince enjoyed: Notwithſtanding they have 
the Benefit of the great Improvement of the other drained Lands, which by ſuch draining, 
are become of a much greater. Value, than they were before, | 

That by Reaſon of the great Numbers of the ſaid Wrong Doers, and their various Pre- 
tences; the ſaid Earl and his Participants were not able. by the Cummon Methods 
of Law, to recover, or maintain themſelves in the Poſfeflion of the ſaid allotted Lands, 
without the Authority of an Act of Parliament for that purpoſe. | 4 

That the Participants have humbly applied to ſeveral former Parliaments for Relief, 
who have been pleaſed to Vote the ſaid Participants Caſe proper for Redreſs 5 | 

But by Reaſon of the delays occaſioned principally, by ſuch who pretended to right of 

Common; no Act could be got ready in time before the Seſſions were enden. 

And the ſaid Earls Participants having been already, at about a Hundred and 

Twenty Thouſand Pound Charges in draining the ſaid Lands, which are already drained. 
and in improving the ſame, and being ready to perfect the draining of the remaining part 
of the ſaid Level, if not Obſtructed. | | | 

Therefore they humbly hope they ſhall have the Benefit of the ſaid Contract, made with 
the ſaid Earl, for Twenty Four Thouſand Acres part of the ſaid Level, and be ſecured in 


the Enjoyment of the ſame ; by ſuch proper Methods as the Honourable Parliament in 
their great Wiſdom ſhall think Fitting. | 


. a 


Linden, Printed by C. Crom, at the Blew-ball, over-againſt Bridewell-bridge. 
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JOHN MYDDELTON, Eſq; 


FOR THE 


County of DENBIGH. 


HE groſs Miſrepreſentations which have been induſtriouſly 5 4 | 
ſpread abroad, concerning the Denbighſhire Election, make it p 
neceſſary to ſtate the Caſe. 


„ of 


Tue Petitioner, Sir W . , lets forth, that he had a Majority he 


of 419 upon the Face of the Books. | od lh i 6 

It ĩs admitted, that there appear'd upon the Books a Difference of 4 
419 ; but ſuch monſtrous Proceedings and illegal Practices to obtain — << 
that Difference, were never heard of at any County Election before. . 


„Tündreds of ſham Annuities 8 to the Petitioner's Tenants, and 
Friends in diſtant Counties, who never had a Foot of Land in Den- 
bighſhire : Hundreds of /raudulent Leaſes made merely for this Purpoſe, 


- 


not only to the Petitioner's own Tenants, but alſo to the Tenants of the 


75 in his Intereſt: Hundreds of Conveyances made to /p/it and 
bid the Intereſt in Lands and Houſes: And becauſe Numbers were ſtill 


Ou 84 


ut hin nd Molt 
the Sheriff, tho? he 
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| 2 George II. 
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3 Am, Cb. 23. 


H. VI. Ch. 7. 


„ Perſon or Perſons as 


SS 
| Theſe and many more illegal and violent Methods, oblig'd the 
Sheriff, in Regard to his Oath, to examine ſtrictly who were /zgal 
Voters, and to have Recourſe to the Law of the Land for his Di- 


rection. 


| 8 Fog neo Y * | & 4 1 
By the Statute of 2 George II. the Sheriff \s obliged to take the' fol- 
lowing Oath, viz. 14 #. 1 
A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear (inter alia) that I will return ſuch 
ſhall, to the beſt of my Judgment, appear to 
me to have the Majority of e Votes.“ Then the AQ declares 
what Votes ſhall be deem'd Ig Such Votes as have been ſo de- 
«« clar'd by the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Commons; which, 
*© laſt Determination ſhall, be final to all Intents and Purpoſes, any 
* USAGE to the contrary notwithſtanding.” - I 4. 1 


Therefore this Act obliged the Sheriff to have a Retroſpect into all 
the Laws concerning Elettions of Knights of Shires; of which Laws 
you have the following Abſtraft. ] 12 Iii. } 

It is Enacted, That no Perſons ſhall be allowed to have any Vote 

for Members to ſerve in Parliament, for or by Reaſon of any Tru/# 
Eftate or Mortgage, unleſs ſuch Truſtee. or W be in actual 
Poſſeſſion or Receipt of the Rents and Profits; and that all Convey- 
ances of any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, in any County, &c. 
in order to multiply Voices, or to ſplit or divide the Intereſt in any Houſes 
on Land, among ſcveral Perſans. ta enable them. ta Vote at the Elections. are 
hereby declared to be void and of none Effect; and that no more than 
One ſingle Voice ſhall be admitted for one and the ſame Houſe or Tene- 
ment. | f JL Vi... PLATTE 
Enacts, That no Perſon ſhall vote for the ain of a Knight of 
a Shire in Right of any Lands which have not been aſſeſſed to the pub - 
lick Taxes, Church-Rates, and Pariſh. Duties, in ſuch Proportion as 
other Lands of 40 Shillings per Annum. | | 3 


Upon theſe recent Acts of Parliament the Sitting Member had a Ma- 
jority of Ia! Votes; but that 1 is greatly increaſed from many 
other repeated Acts of Parliament ſtill unrepealed, and in Force, and 
by which all County Elections are at this Pay regulated. 


It is the more juſt to allow the Sitting Member, what every Subject 
is entitled to, the Benefit of theſe Laws of his Country, as ſuch an un- 
uſual Number of Foreigners were introduced upon this Election; and 
_ pernicious Conſequences may follow, from not adhering, in a Caſe 
ſo flagrant as the preſent, to thoſe Laws which, as the Preamble lets 
forth, were expreſly made to prevenr Mian/laughters, Riots and Batteries 
From an EXCESSIVE NUMBER of Voters. 


By this Statute it is enacted, That. the Knights of the Shires to be 
choſen in every County of the Realm to come to the Parliaments here- 
Gray thall be choſen in every County by People "— 


after to be ho 


and reſdent in the ſame Counties; whereof every one of them ſhall have 
Land or Tenements to the Value of 40s. by the Year at leaſt, above 
all Charges : And every Sheriff that makes a Return contrary to this 


Ordinance, ſhall forfeit to the King 100/. and ſhall ſuffer one Year's 
Impriſonment without Bail. 


10 H. VI, Ch.2, This Statute recites the Statute of the 1ſt of Henry V. and the afore- 
ſaid Statute of the 8th of Henry VI. and ordains; That Knights be choſen 
in every County by People dwelling and reſident in the ſame ; whereof every 
Man ſhall have Freehold to the Value of 40s. by the Year at leaſt. 


23 H,VI.Ch.i5: This Statute, which alſo recites the Statutes of the 1ſt of Henry V. and 
of the 8th and roth of Henry VI. enacts, That the ſaid Statutes hall be 
kept in all Points; and then ordains how Returns ſhall be made; and 
that every Sheriff, at every Time he does contrary to this Statute, or 
any other Statutes for the Election of Knights to come to the Parlia- 

ment, ſhall incur the Pain contain'd in the ſaid Statute, made the ſaid 
8h Year : And moreover ſhall forfeit and pay to every Perſon here- 
after choſen a Knight in his County to come to Parliament, not duly 
return'd, 1004. to Be recover'd by Action of Debt. | 


Theſe four ſeveral Laws ſtand unrepeal'd, and every one of them is 
{till in Force. | 


Confidering the great Property of the Sitting Member in thatCounty, 
had he gone into the illegal Practices of Ee of Tenements, and 
granting occafional Annuities, he might eaſily have had a vaſt Majority 


— upon the Face of the Poll; and the whole Mezits.of the Cauſe are ſtak d 
on this ſingle Point, that neither he nor his Friends have granted ONE. 


ANNUITY, or SPLIT any one Tenement : For both he and they thought 
this Practice directly contrary to Law, injurious to the Rights of legal 
Freeholders, dangerous to the Peace and Quiet of Counties, and fatal 
to the Freedom of Election. — 
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